Dear Members of Hungary’s English Speaking Community,

It is my great pleasure to announce that I returned to Budapest in August to once again lead Bet Orim, Budapest’s newest Reform Jewish congregation. I will remain in Budapest through Chanukah, in the end of December, and expect to come back in the spring to teach and lead the congregation and to celebrate Passover and Shavuot together.
I am very excited about returning to my homeland to once again serve the Hungarian Jewish community.  Just as my Hungarian rabbinate impacted my American career, I expect that my experiences in the States will provide guidance and inspiration to the members of the progressive minded Jews in Hungary.  In the U.S., I attended Columbia University and earned a PhD from the Near Eastern and Judaic Studies Department of Brandeis University.  I was also awarded an honorary doctorate from the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion.  Currently I am Rabbi Emeritus of Congregation Beth El in Berkeley, California and visiting scholar at both the Graduate Theological Union and at the Institute of Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies of the University of California in Berkeley.

During my stay in Budapest I will conduct classes, deliver lectures, facilitate discussions, conduct life-cycle ceremonies, and preside over religious services in English as well as in Hungarian as Bet Orim reaches out to the English speaking community of Hungary.  The leaders of Bet Orim and I encourage you to explore the possibility of your participation in this vibrant progressive Jewish group. Please feel free to send your inquiries, questions and suggestions to:

Bet Orim info@betorim.hu or, if you wish, directly to me ferenc@bethelberkeley.org
It is my fervent desire to make the age-old teachings of Judaism accessible to all and to promote a Judaism that is deeply rooted in tradition yet responsive to the world around us. 

I am looking forward to meeting you in person in the near future and often.

B’virkat Shalom, with the Blessing of Peace,

Ferenc Raj

